
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIPON 
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF A MEETING OF THE 

ALDERMAN SPENCE COMMITTEE
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Date: 9th June 2025 
Time: 6:00pm 
Location: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Ripon. 
Council Members: Cllrs Martin-Long, Duncan, Horton, Hardisty, Flatley, and McHardy. 

You are summoned to attend an Alderman Spence Committee meeting for the purposes of determining the 
agenda items listed below. 

Yours sincerely 

P M Benson 
Chief Officer 
4th June 2025 

AGENDA 

39/25 1. To receive apologies for absence.
2. To approve reasons for absence.

40/25 To request any disclosure of an interest in relation to any matter under 
consideration at this meeting (financial or otherwise) & to consider any written 
requests for dispensation. 

41/25 Members of the public are invited to question, seek clarification or make 
representation to members of the Committee on any agenda item as listed below. 

42/25 To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th May 
2025.  

43/25 To receive the following reports and agree appropriate action: 
1. Clerk’s report.
2. Warden’s report.

44/25 To receive an update on the award of the contract/partnership agreement 
following the meeting of Full Council on 2nd June 2025 and to agree appropriate 
action. 

45/25 To receive an update on the Natural England and SSSI matters: 
1. To receive an update on the Natural England Management Plan and

Higher-Level Stewardship agreement renewal.
2. To receive an update on Himalayan Balsam Control and agree

appropriate action.
3. To receive correspondence from Natural England dated 29.05.2025

and agree appropriate action.
4. To receive correspondence from Environment Agency dated

29.05.2025 and to note that the appeal has been withdrawn (Alderman
T F Spence Committee resolution 23/25 3 refers).
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46/25 To note the position on the various matters on the site and agree appropriate 
action: 

1. Hut.
2. Trees.

i) To consider an undertaking of a tree survey.
3. Fencing.
4. Car Park.
5. Litter bin.
6. Dog fouling.

47/25 To note the time and date of the next meeting – 21st July 2025 at 6:00pm. 

Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 1DD 
01765 604097 
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Up date on Quarry Moor for April and May 2025. 

Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) 

The Secretary of State of DEFRA (Dept for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs)  wrote to 
Ripon City Council because it appeared to the Dept. that the Council “own or occupy 
one or more 'relevant holding(s)' that, as of 12 February 2025, falls wholly or partly 
within an area designated as a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) for 2025-2028.  
A 'relevant holding' is defined under Regulation 5(5) of the Nitrate Pollution Prevention 
Regulations 2015 ('the Regulations') as any land and associated buildings which are 
used for growing crops in soil or rearing livestock for agricultural purposes, located 
within a designated NVZ.  
Where DEFRA got the idea that Quarry Moor was used for  growing crops or rearing 
livestock is a mystery. What was also apparent from the email letter was the opportunity 
to appeal against the assumption that Quarry Moor was a farm within an NVZ. There 
was no get out clause in this one size fits all  notice and RCC was advised to appeal. I 
duly gave the Assistant Clerk the necessary phrases and maps to submit an appeal. 
  A response has been received noting that RCC should withdraw its appeal as Quarry 
Moor as a nature reserve is not a relevant holding and does not come under the notice! 

Natural England visit prior to applying to be part of the Higher Level Stewardship 
Scheme, and removal of the soil bund adjacent to the SSSI boundary  

Sophie Crease, Higher Officer, Nature recovery and Protected Sites at Natural England 
has been pro active and extremely helpful in these two actions. The latter was direct 
contact with Taylor Wimpey alerting the company to its disregard to the specific 
planning requirement of no heavy machinery within 30 metres of the SSSI boundary; the 
company was unaware of the requirement as Homes England had failed to inform them 
of the planning condition; the bund was removed. 
Sophie’s pre application visit examined the current management plan for  Quarry Moor 
and talked through the funding that would be available should the application be 
successful she stressed that education visits will provide significant funding. Was help 
from the Royal Engineers for the refurbishment of the Activities Centre available? 
The new scheme is likely to run for 5 years, and 3 years for an education plan. The needs 
to be a separate Woodland management plan worked out with the Forestry 
Commission, with help from Natural England.  
Funding for signs and seats at specific points could be progressed, a fire check list, 
fencing and possibly SFI (Sustainable Farming Incentive) funding for the big pasture, 

Mick Stanley 
June 2025.  
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Anzhelika Kumurzhy

From:
Sent: 29 May 2025 11:09
To: Anzhelika Kumurzhy
Cc:
Subject: Quarry Moor 

Hi Anzhelika 

I hope you are well and that you received the ‘Pre application email’ from the RPA email address. After I met with 
you, I had a quick look at the site and found a few odd patches in the scrubby area that is also known as the Dell 
which look like they have been dug with a spade. I’m just curious to see if you know what they are? I’m attaching a 
few photos and have marked the location on the map below: 
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From:
To: Admin
Subject: NVZ Appeal - FT/NVZ/2025/0003
Date: 29 May 2025 16:35:54

Appeal Number: FT/NVZ/2025/0003

FAO Paula Benson

I am writing regarding the Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) appeal relating to
Alderman T F Spence Charity’s holding at Quarry Moor Nature Reserve.

Based on the information you have supplied, the land for which you are
appealing is not a relevant holding for the purpose of the Regulations (land
which is used for growing crops in soil or rearing livestock for agricultural
purposes).  You can therefore ignore the notice and you do not need to take
any further action in regard to the requirements of the Regulations, as they
do not apply to the land for which you are appealing.

We therefore invite you to withdraw your appeal. To do this, you can reply
to this email to confirm that you withdraw your appeal and also send the
email to the Tribunal (grc@Justice.gov.uk). 

Please confirm whether you would like to withdraw your appeal by Friday
6th June 2025.
If we don’t hear back from you, we will request that your case is struck out
due to your land not being a relevant holding. 

You may have received this designation notice as there is an SBI number
attached to the land registered to your address.  If this is incorrect you can
return the letter to the Rural Payments Agency at the address given at the
end of the notice sent to you.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding
your appeal. 

Kind Regards
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 | Advisor – Agriculture

Working together for environmentally sustainable farming

This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 Information in this message may be confidential
and may be legally privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify
the sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. We have checked this
email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check any attachment before
opening it. We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under
the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and
attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by
someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.




